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Shasta County Grand Jurors’ Association 
Board Meeting Minutes (October 9, 2019)   

Location: Fratelli’s New York Pizza, 1774 California Street, Redding, California 

Date:  October 9, 2019  

I. Call to Order   President Craig Perry called the October 2019 Shasta County Grand 

Jurors’ Association (SCGJA) Board Meeting to order at 11:50 a.m. The 12 members in 

attendance included officers/directors Craig Perry, Sue Bakke, Alice Bell, Joyce 

Bianchini, Marsha Caranci, Karen Jahr, and Jeanne Jelke; thus, there was a quorum for 

voting. Additional members present included Jim Perano, Diana Sturges, and Rebeccah 

Wilburn. Current 2019–2020 Grand Jurors present were 2019–2020 Grand Jury 

Foreperson Rick Buchner and Pro-tem Will Arthur. Other grand jurors were unable to 

attend because they were participating in an official GJ tour of the Shasta County Jail. 

Craig gave special recognition to Jeanne Jelke for taking the lead on organizing the 

SCGJA Fall Social at the Behrens-Eaton House on September 25, and thanked Diana 

Sturges, Jim Warnemuende, and Sue Bakke for all their help, as well.    

II. Approval of Minutes   Diana moved that the September 11, 2019 minutes be approved, 

and Susan seconded. Motion passed.   

III. Treasurer’s Report   Craig presented the SCGJA Treasurer’s for Ray Frisbie who was 

out of town. The balance as of our meeting on September 11, 2019 was $807.01. Income 

included $60.00 in dues and $132.00 from the Fall Social. Expenses were $8.05 to the 

Redding Record Searchlight, leaving a current balance of $990.96.    

IV. Committee Reports      

A. CGJA/Superior Court Liaison (Karen Jahr or Marsha Caranci)  

 Marsha shared that Shasta County will be honored as a co-recipient of the CGJA 

Excellence in Reporting award. This is statewide recognition for the “Million Dollar 

Typo” report from the 2015–2016 Shasta County Grand Jury. This is the first time 

that the California Grand Jury Association (CGJA) has had co-recipients for the 

award. The awards will be presented at the CGJA Annual Conference to be held 

Embassy Suites in Sacramento on November 2 and 3. The actual awards ceremony is 

scheduled for Sunday, November 3, 2:40–3:45 p.m.  Karen, Marsha, Ray, Phil Perry, 

and Craig will attend.  The entire group will accept the award, and Craig will give the 

acceptance speech.   

 In addition, the Redding Record Searchlight will receive the Media Coverage 

Award for the same report.    Craig will follow-up with Ray to be sure the Record 

Searchlight will have a representative there to accept this prestigious media report.  

 A CGJA Report Writing Workshop is scheduled at the Holiday Inn on November 

14 for all north-state counties, including Shasta. Seventeen of the nineteen current 

Shasta County Grand Jurors have already registered. Joyce and Susan volunteered to 

help with sign-ins at the workshop.  

 Marsha also reported that CGJA will no longer be doing the CGJA Regional 

Workshop in July. That will be replaced with specific training workshops according 

to localized county needs.   
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Karen reviewed the SCGJA Timeline of Activities for October. Joyce had again 

emailed all SCGJA Officers and Directors a copy of the updated (September 2019) 

SCGJA Annual Timeline of Activities that we did not have time to discuss at the 

September meeting. Marsha pointed out three possible changes that are needed—all 

having to do preparations for the Pre-Orientation/Orientation Committee. First, rather 

than wait to meet with the Grand Jury’s Foreperson and/or Continuity Committee in 

May regarding what they thought worked best during their experience with 

Orientation and Pre-Orientation the previous year—and what did not—that meeting 

should be held in in January.  That would assist the Pre-Orientation/Orientation 

Committee focuse on the most pertinent efforts.  Second, Marsha suggested that 

finalizing the Grand Jury Orientation/Pre-Orientation programs and schedules be 

done in February, rather than April. Finally, the wording on the SCGJA Annual 

Timeline for April would read: “Confirm the Grand Jury Orientation/Pre-Orientation 

Programs and produce schedule.”  

 After further discussion and clarification of wording, Karen moved that the 

updated Shasta County Timeline be approved with these revisions. Susan seconded, 

and the motion passed. (See attached SCGJA Annual Timeline of Events updated 

October 2019)      

        
B. Membership/Speakers (Alice Bell)  Alice Bell reported that she updated the 

official SCGJA roster to show that there are 19 paid SCGJA members and 12 

Introductory Members.  She had notified members from last year who had not paid 

that they had until October 1, 2019, to pay current dues. She will attempt to contact 

them once more before dropping them from our rolls. Two longtime members Cheri 

Beck and Tom Vlahos have told current officers and board members they were no 

longer going to participate.  Joyce said that only those on Alice’s final membership 

roster will receive agendas, minutes, and special announcements. 

 GJ Foreperson Rick Buchner had one additional Introductory Member application 

to submit after Craig attended a recent plenary meeting.  There was some discussion 

about making it a simpler process for jurors to understand the difference between 

being a member of CGJA and an Introductory member of SCGJA. Auto-enrolling 

attendees at the time of the training seminar next year could be the likely scenario. 

        Alice opened discussion about possible guest speakers for the remaining General   

       Membership meetings: November, February, and April.  Alice was going to try to     

       arrange for Dan Beans of REU (Redding Electric Utilities) to speak in November  

       about the solar program.  Then she will confirm with former Shasta County judge,   

       Steve Jahr, if he’d be available to speak in February or April on the new Shasta  

       County Courthouse. Finally, she’ll contact Lynn Dorr with the Hill Country Mobile  

       Van as a possible speaker.  Those in attendance were enthused with all three       

        prospects.   

 

C. Recruitment (Susan Bakke)  Sue shared that the SCGJA Recruitment/Advertising 

Committee would meet immediately following this board meeting. Marsha thanked 

Sue for all the initial efforts she put into recruiting and moving forward with her 

committee.  

 

D. Public Relations/Outreach (Jim Warnemuende and Ray Frisbie)  No report  

In late October, letters are usually sent from SCGJA to Shasta County service 

organizations, clubs, and other entities offering them the opportunity to schedule 

presentations explaining the responsibilities of being a grand juror and the application 

process. There was some discussion about sending those letters this year in October, 
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but possibly changing that on the annual timeline to May, beginning in 2020. This 

might better meet the scheduling timeline for organizations in which new fiscal years 

and scheduling activities take place in July.  This will be further discussed at a future 

board meeting since a guest speaker is scheduled for November. 

    

E. Information Technology: Website, Facebook, Print  (Beccah Willburn)  

 Rebeccah announced that her husband has taken a position with a company in 

Oregon, and the family is moving in a couple of months. She is willing to help from 

home and will continue to constantly update the website.  Rebeccah reviewed her 

report that Craig had presented in her absence last month. 
1. Website: Beccah built a website for SCGJA using Wix, which will be free for 

SCGJA, since Wix provides a free premium plan subscription to 501(c)3s. 

Ray provided the documentation needed to send to Wix to verify eligibility for 

this discount. This tax-free status will need to be renewed yearly to avoid 

being charged for the plan.  She suggested that this renewal become part of 

the SCGJA Annual Timeline of Events so that SCGJA doesn’t lose the 

service. The Board agreed that Joyce add that to the updated timeline. 

 Beccah hasn’t yet published this website, but she sent a preview link out 

for feedback from all SCGJA officers and directors. The site will include the 

Summaries, Fs, Rs, and Requested Responses for each GJ report going 

back (eventually) to 2000. It will also have links to news articles about the GJ. 

Joyce mentioned how easy it was to maneuver the website using the various 

tabs—even for someone like her who doesn’t explore the internet often. 

 Rebeccah is still looking for photos taken of any SCGJA activities, or if 

anyone has any good pics of local areas/landmarks.  

2. Charity stuff: Because we're a 501(c)3, we're eligible for a lot of 

free/reduced price material/services. Beccah signed SCGJA up for Tech 

Soup, which offers software and hardware for free/heavy discounts to non-

profits. The same paperwork was needed for both Wix and for Tech Soup. 

The Association needs to be capitalizing on our IRS status. It is exactly the 

type of charitable organizations that these services were created for—one 

that is too small, with a budget too tight to afford the things needed to 

maximize visibility. 

 Beccah also registered SCGJA on Amazon Smile. She reminded 

members that if they buy on Amazon, search for "Shasta County Grand 

Jurors’ Association" and select SCGJA as “charity of choice”! A small 

percentage of purchases will then be donated to SCGJA. Don’t forget to tell 

your friends and families. 

3. Logos:  Beccah has two logo options, and Ryan Voss (a former GJ member) 

submitted a third. She will email those to SCGJA Board (Officers and 

Directors) for their vote. Colors can be changed, so if those involved like one 

idea but don't like the colors, let her know!  

 Jeanne Jelke moved, and Craig seconded, that the website be published 

as soon as Beccah gets the decision feedback from the SCGJA Board.  

  

4.  Alice suggested that Beccah demonstrate how to maneuver the website at 

the December meeting. 

F. Volunteer Committee   (Marsha Caranci/Phil Perry) No Report 
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V. Old Business 

A. SCGJA Committee Sign-up Sheets were once again circulated. 

B. Fall Social (Jeanne Jelke) Jeanne shared that about 26 people attended the Fall 

Social, including four clerks from the Court.  There was plenty of food, the early 

evening weather turned out to pleasant with adequate shade, and the docents were in 

period costumes and informative.  The set-up turned out to be more work than she 

had anticipated because Bufford was unable to attend.   

 In an effort to be proactive, Diana has already reserved the McConnell 

Foundation building for September 30, 2020.  Set-up is done by McConnell, 

eliminating that effort for the association.  There is an insurance issue if we are to 

serve alcoholic beverages, but we can discuss that more thoroughly when details are 

more specific.  This reservation doesn’t obligate us to use the McConnell. 

 Marsha suggested that we revisit the start time, reverting back to the usual 5:00 

p.m. start so that it is easier for the judges and other court people to attend 

immediately following their work day.  

 

VI. New Business 

A. Grand Jury Foreperson Report (Richard Buchner) Rick reported that the current 

Grand Jury (GJ) is in full-gear active mode.  He thanked Marsha and Karen for the 

training on interviews—"It was spot on!”  In addition, the GJ has witnessed three 

autopsies (due to deaths at the Shasta County Jail).  Investigations and interviews are 

underway, and he hopes that a first draft for one report will be ready this week. He 

expects that this year’s GJ will publish reports periodically throughout the year, to 

which Marsha responded that is exactly what CGJA suggests. Also, the Shasta 

County Grand Jury Complaint Form is on line from the Shasta County site, and 

thanks to grand juror Ryan Voss it is now in fillable form. 

 Rick relayed the appreciation of the eight jurors who attended the Fall Social. 

They enjoyed the venue and having the opportunity to socialize with each other and   

SCGJA members.  

   

B. Tabled Item from SCGJA September Meeting: Publishing Responses on GJ 

Website:  As part of his GJ Foreperson report, Rick reported that all responses to last 

year’s published report have been received.  He questioned if the responses could be 

done as part of the first report when it was published. Marsha responded, “No. They 

should be posted as a separate document….”  Rick will relay that to the plenary 

meeting of the GJ next week and report back to SCGJA in November. 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 1:35 p.m.  The next SCGJA Board Meeting is scheduled 

for on Wednesday, November 13, 2019, 11:45 a.m., at Fratelli’s Pizza.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joyce Bianchini, SCGJA Secretary  


