
Shasta County Grand Jurors’ Association   
Board Meeting Agenda 

Location:  Fratelli’s Pizza, 1774 California Street, Redding, CA 

Date:  Wednesday, January 8, 2020 

Time: 11:45 a.m.    

I. Welcome and Call to Order  (Craig Perry, President) 

II. Announcements 

A. Jim Perrano has been appointed to the SCGJA Board of Directors, effective 

as of January 1, 2020 

B. We have received the corrected CGJA Award for the “Typo” report (after 

several typo corrections—LOL!). 

III. Approval of Minutes November 13, 2019  (Joyce Bianchini, Secretary)  

IV. Correspondence 

V. Treasurer’s Report   (Ray Frisbie, Treasurer)  

VI. Committee Reports 

A. CGJA/Superior Court Liaison (Karen Jahr or Marsha Caranci) 

1. CGJA  

2. Annual Timeline of Events 

 

B. Information Technology: Website, Facebook, Print  (Beccah Willburn) 

1. SCGJA Website presentation  

2. Feedback from members who have explored the website 

 

C. Recruitment/Advertising (Sue Bakke) 

1. Updated recruitment contract with Ty Bos 

2. Recruitment Committee meeting immediately following SCGJA 

meeting 

3. Other 

 

D. Public Relations/Outreach (Ray Frisbie) 

  

E. Membership/Speakers: Alice Bell  

1. Discussion of letter and emails to local service clubs and other entities 

2. Other   

 

VII. Old Business (None)       

 

VIII. New Business 

A. Foreperson Report (Will Arthur) 

B. Other 

IX. Adjournment 

Upcoming dates and events: Next SCGJA Board Meeting, February 12 at 11:45  



Shasta County Grand Jurors’ Association 
General Membership Meeting Minutes (November 13, 2019)   

Location: Fratelli’s New York Pizza, 1774 California Street, Redding, California 

Date:  November 13, 2019  

X. Call to Order   President Craig Perry called the November 2019 Shasta County Grand 

Jurors’ Association (SCGJA) General Membership Meeting to order at 11:35 a.m. The 16 

in attendance included officers/directors Craig Perry, Sue Bakke, Joyce Bianchini, 

Marsha Caranci, Ray Frisbie, and Jeanne Jelke. Additional members present included Jim 

Perano, Larry Solberg, and Diana Sturges. Current 2019–2020 Grand Jurors present were 

Foreperson Rick Buchner, Trevor Allen, Jonessa Brittan, Andrew Johnson, Darell 

Stockton-Lewis, Darrell Story, and Randy Trotter.     

XI. Approval of Minutes   Susan Bakke moved that the October 9, 2019 minutes be 

approved, and Larry seconded. Motion passed.   

XII. Treasurer’s Report   Ray Frisbie reported that the bank signature card has been 

officially updated. The current balance is $1,050.96, including our October balance of 

$990.96 plus $60 of recently collected dues. 

XIII. Guest Speaker, Dan Beans from Redding Electric Utilities (REU)  

 Dan, born and raised in Redding, left for a period of time but moved back in 

1995. REU is one of 24 city-owned power companies. Dan started with REU in 2005 as 

an electrical engineer and moved up through the system.                                                

 Dan’s presentation included several aspects of financial concerns/restrictions that 

REU must deal with when controlling costs, rates and increases, recruiting new 

employees, adjusting peak usage time, and finding customers to whom REU sells its 

excess power—or those like Arizona that we pay to take it.  He emphasized REU’s 

efforts–and focus of Barry Tippin’s— to trim costs and decrease rates.  When Barry 

Tippin became City Manager, he realized REU was top-heavy with administrators.  As a 

result, REU didn’t hire replacements for three of its directors as they retired.  So many 

employees are now leaving or retiring that Dan now has to recruit from colleges and 

actually train them on the job.  When asked why he doesn’t try to recruit from PG&E 

workers, his honest response: We can’t compete with PG&E’s pay scales.                                                     

 Dan covered a multitude of utility topics and provided several handouts for those 

interested in back-up material.  His one-page decade summary sheet gave an overview of 

REU’s history with the City of Redding, beginning with its purchase of the utility in 1921 

from a PG&E predecessor in order to maintain and enhance local control. For each 

decade from 1920’s through today, the summary sheet provides a four- to six-line 

summary of key innovations of that decade.  For example, the 2000’s listed REU’s 

responding to California’s failed deregulation attempt by building natural gas generating 

Units 5 and 6…In 2006, REU added wind power from the Pacific Northwest to its 

renewable resource portfolio.                                                                                           

 REU has trimmed its budget from $150 million/year to $140 million.  Because 

REU is publicly owned, it focuses on transparency—and Redding’s informational portal 

helps provide feedback to customers.  He detailed reasons for various increase and 

decreases in costs to utility customers, such as the 2004 end to the city’s hydro contract 

which led to a four-year rate increase and then how REU was able to decrease rates for 

the past six years. However, he also shared that in two years rates are going to increase 



again.  On a reality-based factor, if REU charged what PG&E does, Redding citizens 

would pay about $55 million more for power.                                                                                                                                 

 As to solar power, rates are so low that solar doesn’t “pencil out” with the costs it 

takes to provide customers with solar. Dan suggested that those interested in more detail 

attend the December 7 City Council Meeting.  The City of Redding Portal has all 

information in regard to that.                                                                                            

 Dan covered other topics as they related to REU and its clients: SB901, Fire 

Mitigation Plan; the financial relationship between City of Redding and REU so that it 

doesn’t become a cash cow; the PILOT program; auditing procedures; and why REU 

didn’t provide electrical services plus gas. Craig thanked Dan for his informative 

presentations. 

XIV. Committee Reports      

A. CGJA/Superior Court Liaison (Marsha Caranci)  

 Marsha shared that at the CGJA Annual Conference held in Sacramento on 

November 2 and 3, Shasta County was honored as a co-recipient of the CGJA 

Excellence in Reporting award. This is statewide recognition for the “Million Dollar 

Typo” report from the 2015–2016 Shasta County Grand Jury. Karen, Marsha, Ray, 

Phil Perry, Susan Bakke, and Craig attended the conference. Craig, who happened to 

be the GJ Foreperson when the report was written, accepted the award. In addition, 

Jenny Espinoza accepted the Media Coverage Award for the same report. The 

conference was well-attended. In addition, the Shasta County basket at the silent 

auction brought in $85.  

 As a humorous aside, Craig shared with those present at today’s meeting that the 

award he originally received had a typo error. When he notified CGJA to that effect, a 

replacement was promptly sent—and Craig noticed the replacement copy contained 

yet another typo!  Editing does make a difference….    

 Marsha reported that all 2019–2020 Shasta County Grand Jurors, except 

Foreperson Buchner who is scheduled for hand surgery, would be attending the 

CGJA Report Writing Workshop tomorrow, Nov. 14, at the Holiday Inn. Joyce and 

Susan volunteered to help with sign-ins at the workshop.  

 Marsha and Phil brought back some ideas from the CGJA Conference that 

SCGJA might want to incorporate. For one, Marsha mentioned that SCGJA might 

want to ask that the court provide the association with exit interview information, 

such as technology being too difficult, so that those issues might be better addressed 

at the informational meetings or during the interviews themselves.  Another idea was 

to have grand jurors coming off term be given six months free dues to SCGJA. Phil 

shared that members of the panel on recruitment thanked Shasta County for the 

example of the recruitment contract we provided.     

 

The SCGJA Timeline of Activities November and December are on course.  

        

B. Membership/Speakers (Alice Bell)  No report. Alice will update when she 

returns in January.   

   

C. Recruitment (Susan Bakke)  Sue shared that the SCGJA would be meeting with the 

court on November 20 to begin discussions on the 2020–2021 GJ recruitment efforts.  

 

D. Public Relations/Outreach (Ray Frisbie)   

 Craig reported that Jim Warnemuende submitted his resignation letter from 

SGCJA, effective immediately, due to personal issues he needed to deal with. Ray 



Frisbie has agreed to continue as chairperson.  After a brief discussion, Craig said that 

he would be appointing a replacement Director for Jim.  Any member interested 

should contact him or Joyce.  The appointment will be made in January.  

 Letters are usually sent from the SCGJA Public Relations Committee to Shasta 

County service organizations, clubs, and other entities, offering them the opportunity 

to schedule presentations explaining the responsibilities of being a grand juror and the 

application process. That mailing has been delayed until January to allow Craig  time 

to arrange for the printing of SCGJA stationery containing the updated association 

logo.  

 In addition, Beccah Willburn has compiled an email contact list by which 

organizations can be reached, in addition to “snail-mail.” This will be further 

discussed in January.                                                                                                                                                  

  Ray also shared that he did a presentation for Redding East Rotary last week. 

   

E. Information Technology: Website, Facebook, Print  (Beccah Willburn)    

Since Beccah Willburn was not in attendance because her son was ill, Craig gave a 

summary of her report. 
1. Website:  SCGJA website is up and running as of November 1! Address is 

www.scgja.org. The domain is registered under Marsha’s name, but Beccah 

paid the $9.90 to “privatize” the domain name, meaning that Marsha’s name 

is kept private. The website and domain name are free for a year, and will 

continue to be free as long as we renew through the “free for charities” 

option.  

 Beccah would like all members to check the website—using the links, 

clicking the buttons, and attempting to see if anything doesn’t work properly. 

She plans to give an overview at the next SCGJA meeting.  

2. Logos:  The logo has been decided: Logo #3, made by Ryan Voss in original 

black, yellow, and white swept the votes.  She also suggested doing 

something through Zazzle or Teespring to make t-shirts, pins, hats if 

members would like to purchase them—something to wear and delineate 

members. 

3. In regard to having an SCGJA post office box, Beccah found that the Old 

Shasta Pot Office cost only $56/year. She thinks this is doable.  In her 

opinion, it would make us look more professional and organized.  Discuss at 

our next meeting.  

 

F. Volunteer Committee   (Marsha Caranci/Phil Perry)  It was decided to delete this 

committee since volunteers were solicited as each event occurred. 

 

XV. Old Business 

A. Donation to Eaton  

Jeanne Jelke motioned that SCGJA give a $50 donation to the Eaton House as a thank 

you for allowing us to use the facility for the SCGJA Fall Social.  Karen seconded; 

and motion passed.  Diana shared that she had received positive feedback from many 

in attendance. 

 

B. Diana said she had received positive feedback from those in attendance, and 

everyone was appreciative of the change in temperature in time for the event.  Craig 

thanked Diana, Susan, and Jeanne for all their work! 

  

XVI. New Business 

http://www.scgja.org/


A. Grand Jury Foreperson Report (Richard Buchner) Richard thanked the 

association for all its support as the current grand jury is in full swing. Members are 

looking forward to the November 14 writing workshop! True to the current GJ’s 

desire to publish early reports, the first report is already with Judge Flynn. Rick 

credits County Counsel with its diligence and support in getting the report ready in 

such a timely manner.   

   

B. Other    Susan began a discussion with the current 2019–2020 Grand Jurors in 

attendance as to what SCGJA might do to make them want to attend SCGJA meetings 

and possibly join the association.  Trevor shared jurors want to come if they have a 

chance to contribute. Jonessa Brittan asked why should she join? Phil and Joyce both 

gave examples of speakers that could spark interest or give insight into what is 

happening locally in government.   

 

XVII. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m.  The next SCGJA Board Meeting is scheduled 

for on Wednesday, January 8, 2020, 11:45 a.m., at Fratelli’s Pizza.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joyce Bianchini, SCGJA Secretary  

 


