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Shasta County Grand Jurors’ Association 
Board Meeting Minutes (September 16, 2020)   

Location: Fratelli’s New York Pizza, 1774 California Street, Redding, California 

Date:  September 16, 2020  

I. Call to Order  President Craig Perry called the Special Board Meeting of the 

Shasta County Grand Jurors’ Association (SCGJA) to order at 11:45 a.m.  The seven 

Board members in attendance included officers and directors Alice Bell, Joyce Bianchini, 

Marsha Caranci, Ray Frisbie, Karen Jahr, Jeanne Jelke, and Craig Perry—thus a quorum 

was present. Both Susan Bakke and Jim Perrano have resigned for the remainder of the 

year due to personal medical issues. Current 2019–2020 Grand Jury Foreperson Rick 

Buchner and the Pro-Tem Will Arthur were also present. 

II. Approval of Minutes   Approval of the minutes from the March 11, 2020 meeting were 

tabled until a full SCGJA meeting could be held.     

III. Treasurer’s Report   Ray reported that the SCGJA treasury has a balance of $1,009.93, 

including a refund from Amazon Smile of $8.68 cents. 

IV. Committee Reports      

A. CGJA/Superior Court Liaison (Karen Jahr or Marsha Caranci)  

 Marsha reported that the Annual CGJA meeting will be held, virtually, on 

October 26, featuring guest speaker Dick Spotswood. In addition, CGJA trainings are 

going strong. Specifically, two in-person trainings have been held: Sacramento 

County in June and Lassen Co. in August. Marsha shared a bit about the success of 

her virtual training efforts. The best-case scenario is when all participants are 

participating virtually.  They received numerous very positive evaluations from those 

participants.  The hybrid model—with some participants gathered in a small, socially 

distanced group and the rest participating virtually—did present some difficulties 

which she is working out.  New juries have been impaneled in 17 of the 53 California 

counties, and half the counties have decided to go to a calendar year schedule. 

 Karen reported that she would be in contact with Dr. Cindy Van Schooten, 

Assistant Court Executive Administrator, about any pending changes with timeline 

leading to Impanelment and the number of holdovers (carryovers) from the 2019–

2020 Grand Jury.  She will also clarify as to any changes in procedure about to whom 

the carryover letters are sent. Karen also will check into updating the Services 

Agreement Contract between SCGJA and the Court. 

 Joyce asked that Karen also inquire as to whether or not the Zoom difficulties that 

were experienced during the first round of GJ applicant interviews this year have 

been resolved.  

       There was lengthy discussion on how the Grand Jury will go forward for the 

remainder of this year. The two choices seemed to be the following: (1) Have the new 

jury impaneled on October 29 as scheduled and have their term run through June 30, 

2021.  That might mean only doing a few (one to three) reports because of the 

shortened term.  A downfall would be their inability to conduct the usual GJ annual 

tours of the jail, juvenile hall, and fire fighting base. (2) Have Grand Jury move to a 

calendar year schedule, which needs County Board of Supervisors approval.  This 

was tabled to the next special board meeting because Karen might have some specific 

information from the court. 
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B. Recruitment/Advertising (Craig Perry) 

 Craig reported that banners are all back up, and several people commented that 

they had seen the TV ads and heard radio commentary this second recruitment period. 

 Karen moved, and Marsha seconded, that a $50 gift certificate be given to Ty Bos 

for the additional efforts he’s put forth. Motion passed. 

         

C. Screening Committee (Joyce Bianchini) 

  Joyce reported that Ray, Jeanne Jelke, Craig, and she met late in May to screen  

       the 13 applications.  Interviews were held, but since there were not enough candidates 

       to fill a jury and have adequate holdovers, the court decided to have a second      

       recruitment period.  The next screening meeting is being held tomorrow, September  

       17, and she will report at the next SCGJA meeting the final results from that     

       screening process 

 

D. Impanelment/Orientation (Marsha/Karen) 

      There was some discussion on switching the date of the orientation that comes 

after Impanelment and the date that the newly impaneled 2020–2021 GJ tours the 

Grand Jury Room and has IT training.  The Grand Jury Room is not large enough to 

hold all jurors at the same time, given the social distancing safety guidelines.  That 

led into a discussion about finding a room that would be large enough to hold 

orientation—and whatever that facility is may also be available for GJ meetings.  

Places suggested included the Community Room at City Hall, the Veterans Hall, the 

Community Room at the library, and the County Supervisors’ Chambers. 

 Marsha also asked about the usual SCGJA provided lunch after Impanelment, 

which gives the group a chance to socialize and get to know one another. 

 Craig will look into these issues and report back.                    

           

V. New Business   

A. Grand Jury Foreperson Report (Will Arthur) 

      Pro-Tem Will Arthur reported that the Grand Jury had attempted one virtual 

meeting but it didn’t go well.  They have a meeting tomorrow with County IT to see 

what can be worked out.  He also reported that the Complaint Committee is still 

receiving complaints and that the Continuity Committee is compiling a report to be 

given to the 2020–2021 Grand Jury.  Having several holdovers this year will provide 

the newly impaneled jurors good support in moving forward with jury 

responsibilities. 

B. Where do we go from here?  The above items will be further discussed at the 

meeting on September 30.  In addition, what will SCGJA be able to do for future 

meetings while the Covid-19 restrictions are in place?  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.  The next SCGJA Special Board Meeting is 

scheduled for on Wednesday, September 30, 2020, 1:15 a.m., at Fratelli’s Pizza.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Joyce Bianchini, Secretary Shasta County Grand Jurors’ Association 


